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Introduction to Downtown Fort Saskatchewan 
Downtown Fort Saskatchewan is uniquely located in the North Saskatchewan River Valley, 
surrounded by picturesque trails and established neighborhoods, and has convenient 
access to both the industrial corridor to the City’s north and to Highways 15 and 21 
including a bridge that crosses the North Saskatchewan River. In addition to the river valley 
and trails, the Downtown boasts the Fort Heritage Precinct, the Fort Saskatchewan Library, 
a multitude of unique, locally-owned restaurants, service businesses, boutiques, and 
galleries, as well as Legacy Park, an active and vibrant greenspace with regular 
programming and events.  

Downtown Fort Saskatchewan has been the historical, commercial, and geographic centre 
for much of the city’s history – when most of the residents living within, or adjacent to, the 
commercial areas of the downtown core. In the early 2000’s, as the city grew and 
expanded, this situation changed. Newer neighborhoods extended further and further 
away from the downtown, and new competing commercial areas sprung up along the 
highway corridor to serve the new and growing population. 

These newer commercial areas benefit from the close proximity to larger residential areas, 
as well as the busy highway corridor – which also provides them with significant visibility, 
compared to the downtown. Given this reality, the downtown must develop a tailored 
approach to attract customers and new development. 

These challenges led to the creation of the Downtown Action Plan.  

The purpose of the Downtown Action Plan is to provide a strategy to support our 
downtown. Four primary goals have been identified to increase the vibrancy of the area: 

1. Increase the number of visitors to the downtown; 
2. Increase the frequency in which visitors come downtown; 
3. Increase the length of time visitors stay downtown; and 
4. Increase private sector investment in the downtown 

The ultimate goal is to establish downtown as the community’s gathering place where 
events, programming, and activities bring people together to socialize, celebrate, engage, 
and support the business community in the district. In achieving this vision, the plan 
focuses on increasing coordination between the City and external stakeholders, adding 
new and enhancing existing programming, adding amenities to attract visitors to the 
downtown, and promoting the district to a broad audience within the city and region. 

Introduction to the Downtown Mural Program 
Initiative One of the Downtown Action Plan is to activate vacant and under-utilized space 
and to create amenities to attract visitors to the area. Murals are an impactful way to bring 
beauty and vibrancy to an area, and often become a draw for visitors and residents alike. 

https://pub-cofs.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=20289
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The City of Fort Saskatchewan, with funding support from Prairies Economic Development 
Canada through the Canada Community Revitalization Fund, was able to fund two murals 
in the downtown area in 2022. Learn more about these murals here: 
https://www.fortsask.ca/en/things-to-do/public-art.aspx  

The goal for 2023 is to fund and create 3 murals in the downtown area. These murals will 
be funded by the City of Fort Saskatchewan, as well as the Alberta’s Northern and Regional 
Economic Development Program. 

The City may feature each mural in a ribbon cutting ceremony and press release, and each 
mural will be showcased on the City of Fort Saskatchewan’s website and social media 
channels. 

 

Project Scope of Work  
Bringing together the members of our community and celebrating art, culture, and our 
local heritage are the overarching goals of Downtown Mural Program. Each mural should 
engage and be a source of pride for the community, serve as a memorable and welcoming 
landmark, and bring beauty and vibrancy to the area.  

Artists should consider ideas like celebrating community, the City’s “Stay Curious” 
campaign, or highlighting our local heritage and cultures when proposing a theme for their 
work. All proposals should keep in mind the City’s commitment to Truth and Reconciliation, 
Equity, Accessibility, Diversity, and Inclusion. Within those broad concepts, artists are 
encouraged to submit proposals that express their unique style and creativity. To be 
considered, murals must be appropriate for an inclusive, family-friendly environment and 
contain no commercial imagery or logos without prior approval of the City.  

Project Scope of Work: 

• Create an original design for the mural 
• Properly prime and prepare any area approved for painting 
• Use high-quality exterior grade materials 
• Apply an exterior varnish to protect and secure the longevity of the mural, unless 

the artist can demonstrate why the seal coating is not necessary and receives 
written approval from the City of Fort Saskatchewan 

 
  

https://www.fortsask.ca/en/things-to-do/public-art.aspx
https://www.fortsask.ca/en/living-here/diversity-equity-inclusion.aspx
https://www.fortsask.ca/en/living-here/diversity-equity-inclusion.aspx
https://www.fortsask.ca/en/your-city-hall/truth-reconciliation.aspx
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Potential Sites for Murals 
There are three potential sites. Selected artists will be assigned to a site at the discretion of 
the Mural Committee.  

Potential Site #1: 

• Wall Size: about 8 m wide, on a one-story building  
• Located near a busy pedestrian and high-traffic zone near the entrance to the 

Downtown Core 
• For this mural, the desired messaging is “Welcome to Fort Saskatchewan.” This 

mural should showcase diverse attributes that represent Fort Saskatchewan, and 
can include community life, events, popular activities, favorite places, and other 
beloved local things.  

Potential Site #2: 

• Wall Size: about 21 m wide, on a one-story building 
• Located on a downtown neighborhood street with high visibility 
• For this mural, there is no specific theme. 

Potential Site #3: 

• Wall Size: about 21 m wide, on a one-story building 
• Located in a zone with heavy vehicular and pedestrian traffic, nearby popular local 

stores 
• For this mural, there is no specific theme. 

 
Required Skills and Experience for Artists 
Artists must have completed at least three outdoor murals to be considered for this 
program, and must be able to demonstrate the technical knowledge to create a mural that 
can retain its vibrancy and condition for at least five years. 

 

RFP Submission Requirements 
Proposals and accompanying documents must be submitted in PDF format by email to 
Viktoriia Yalanska (vyalanska@fortsask.ca) by 4:00pm MST on May 22, 2023. Late 
submissions will not be accepted.  

Submissions MUST include the following: 

1. A completed expression of interest and questionnaire (see attached). 
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2. A resume (not to exceed two pages), including applicable artist training, professional 
experience and any previous public art commissions. 

3. A cost-per-square foot estimate range, or a breakdown of how formal estimates and 
pricing is established. It is understood that the cost of a mural may depend on the 
intricacy of design, the wall surface, required equipment and materials, etc. A 
detailed quote will be requested once an artist has been assigned their site and has 
had an opportunity to assess the wall. 

4. A sample of your portfolio, preferably demonstrating experience with murals, 
including at least three work samples (including title, year, location, and image) of 
your past or current projects. Portfolio should be PDF (of no more than ten pages), 
or a link to a professional website. 

5. Pre-Qualification Documentation (as detailed below). 

When creating the submissions, please be sure to showcase both the quality of previous 
work, as well as your knowledge and experience in creating murals that retain their 
vibrancy and condition for a period of at least five years.  Schematic designs are not 
required at this phase, but a narrative description of the idea or theme for the mural is 
requested in Question 3 of the Artist Expression of Interest and Questionnaire. 

The City of Fort Saskatchewan shall not be liable for any costs of preparation of quotation, 
or any other cost associated with responses to the RFP. Direct any questions or 
clarifications regarding the project and request for submissions to Viktoriia Yalanska.  

 

Required Pre-Qualification Process 
The successful artist must meet the City’s safety requirements before a contract can be 
executed and the work commenced.   If you have any questions regarding this process, 
please reach out to Viktoriia Yalanska for assistance.  

Please see the Safety Pre-Qualification Form.  
 
To be completed and submitted with RFP Response: 
 

• Sections 1-4 of the Safety Pre-Qualification Form (including page 3 dated and 
signed) 

• Proof of Insurance (General Liability min 2 million coverage) with the understanding 
that before project work can begin, the City of Fort Saskatchewan must be named as 
an additional insured. 

City of Fort Saskatchewan 
10005 102 St. 
Fort Saskatchewan, AB T8L 2C5 

https://www.fortsask.ca/en/your-city-hall/resources/Documents/Safety-Pre-Qualification-Application.pdf
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• Current WCB Clearance Letter addressed to the City of Fort Saskatchewan (2023). If 
the artist does not currently have WCB coverage, please submit a letter accepting 
that WCB will be in place before the project work begins.  

• WCB Premium Rate Statements for current and past two years (2021, 2022 & 2023) - 
(if applicable) 

o On separate page, brief explanation of any Fatalities or Lost Time Injuries 
(What happened, Why and Corrective measures put in place for prevention) 

• Copy of COR or SECOR certifications (if applicable)  
 

To be completed and submitted within ten working days after the notice of award: 
 

• Sections 5 and 6 of the Safety Pre-Qualification Form 
• Copy of safety management system table of contents (i.e. Safety Manual Table of 

Contents) 
o If contractor does not have COR/SECOR the following conditions apply: 20 or 

more workers, a detailed SMS that meets all COR requirements or the 
checklist (section 4) of the safety pre-qualification form. A contractor with 
less than 20 workers must be able to provide minimum proof of the 
following: 

▪ Hazard assessment process 
▪ Worker competency program 
▪ Emergency Response Preparedness (ERP) 

• Copy of Subcontractor Management Process (if applicable) 
• Completed Formal Hazard Assessment(s) that describes the Tasks, Hazards and 

Controls associated with the company scope of work. (Not to be confused with a 
Field Level Hazard Assessment or site specific, FLHA will not be accepted.) Please 
add name and date. 

• Submission of competencies for Site Supervisors and Safety Representatives (if 
applicable): 
➢ Biographies or letter of experience; 
➢ Scanned copies of designation(s), qualification(s) or certification(s) 
➢ Scanned copies of safety training applicable to the trade or tasks performed. 
➢ If non-designated trade – Proof of in-house occupational training documentation 

(i.e. On the job training records) 
➢ Supervisory Safety Training such as “Leadership for Safety Excellence” through 

the ACSA or equivalent for supervision. 
 

Evaluation Criteria 
Evaluations of submissions will be completed by the Downtown Mural Program Committee, 
comprised of City of Fort Saskatchewan staff and downtown stakeholders. 

Submissions will be evaluated on: 
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• their completeness and comprehensiveness (are all required elements included in 
the submission and is questionnaire robust and complete); 

• quality of work as demonstrated through the portfolio; 
• proposed idea/theme meets the goals of the Fort Saskatchewan Mural Program; 
• demonstrated qualifications, technical knowledge, and experience of the artist; and 
• local knowledge of and connection to the City of Fort Saskatchewan 

 

Acceptance / Rejection 
The City of Fort Saskatchewan reserves the right to accept or reject any and all submissions 
and to waive irregularities and informalities at its discretion.  By responding to the RFP with 
a submission, the artist waives any right to contest, in any proceedings or action, the right 
of the City to choose an artist or proposal in its sole and unfettered discretion.  Without 
limiting the generality of the foregoing, the City may consider any other factor besides price 
and capability to perform the work in its sole and unfettered discretion. 

The City of Fort Saskatchewan reserves the right to cancel the Request for Proposal if the 
submissions do not meet the goals of the Downtown Mural Program of the City of Fort 
Saskatchewan. 

 

Timeline 
Please see the proposed timeline for the project below; however, be aware that these 
dates may be moved at the discretion of the City of Fort Saskatchewan. All participating 
businesses and artists will be notified in writing of any changes.  

Request for Proposal Opens May 3, 2023 
Request for Proposal Closes May 22, 2023 
Successful Applicant(s) Announced May 26, 2023 
Artist(s) Notified of Selected Site May 29, 2023 
Schematic Designs Due June 12, 2023 
Schematic Design Accepted June 16, 2022 
Murals to be Executed (tentative) June 19, 2023-July 14, 2023 

 

Once an artist has been notified that have been selected and have been notified of their 
approved site, they are required to submit at least two sketched schematic designs 
illustrating the concept of the mural, as well as a narrative description of the mural design 
including intent, inspiration, and purpose of each design (no longer than one page per 
schematic design.) A detailed quote for the mural should also be included, including labor, 
equipment, and all supplies required. Schematic Designs are due June 12, 2023, and artists 
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will be informed which of the designs is selected by the Downtown Mural Committee by 
June 16, 2023.  

Sites may be prepped and painted beginning June 19, 2023, and all work must be complete 
by July 14, 2023. It is the artist’s responsibility to ensure the approved design can be 
completed on-time. Some flexibility on the mural dates can be accommodated with 
advanced notice.  

A ribbon cutting ceremony to showcase the murals of the Downtown Mural Project may be 
scheduled. Although the artist would not be required to attend the ribbon cutting, it would 
be a wonderful opportunity for the artist to present their work and explain the design 
process.  

 

Primary Contact  
Viktoriia Yalanska 
Downtown Action Plan Coordinator 
City of Fort Saskatchewan Economic Development 
vyalanska@fortsask.ca| 780.992.6278  
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Fort Saskatchewan Downtown Mural Artist  
Expression of Interest and Questionnaire 
 

Please respond to the following questions, being sure to number your responses for clarity. 
Your response should not be longer than three pages.  

 

1. Why are you interested in participating in this Mural Program? 
2. What is your connection or interest in the Fort Saskatchewan Community? 
3. What themes or ideas would you like to bring to a mural, recognizing our goals of 

creating a welcoming place for the community gather, celebrating our local heritage 
and cultures, and bringing beauty to the area?  A schematic design is not required, 
just a narrative description of the theme or idea you would like to focus on in your 
design if you are a successful applicant.  

4. Are you/your team available to meet the project deadlines and complete the mural 
within the proposed timeframe? 

5. Can you please describe your approach to creating and maintaining long-lasting, 
vibrant murals including methods of surface preparation, primer applications, 
sealants, etc., as well as including recommendations for continued maintenance? 

6. Please provide at least two references indicating the nature of previous similar 
projects and client contact information if applicable. 

 

 


